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Collaborative Bay Area Spay/Neuter Effort Aims to Reduce Shelter Kitten Intake
East Bay SPCA and Vets in Vans will partner to provide free surgeries for community cats as part of regional veterinary initiative, alongside 10+ participating organizations.
 
Oakland, Calif. (May 14, 2026) — East Bay SPCA and Vets in Vans are partnering to provide free trap-neuter-return (TNR) surgeries for community cats Saturday, May 16 and Sunday, May 17, 2026. The event is part of a broader Bay Area collaboration among 13 animal welfare organizations focused on expanding access to veterinary care.
 
The collaboration aims to support Bay Area shelters in the height of “kitten season” by helping prevent future kitten intake, improving quality of life for community cats, and reducing the challenges for local neighborhoods with unmanaged cat populations.
 
As part of the partnership, East Bay SPCA is hosting the spay/neuter initiative at its Oakland Spay/Neuter Surgery Center while Vets in Vans leads veterinary operations and performs TNR surgeries on-site. Additional animal welfare and TNR organizations will provide humane trapping, transportation, and coordination efforts.

The event comes during the height of kitten season, when shelters across the Bay Area often experience increased intake pressure. Trap-neuter-return programs help reduce future litters, stabilize community cat populations over time, and provide cats with essential veterinary care before returning them to their outdoor homes.
 
“By working collaboratively, we can make a greater impact across the Bay Area — especially during kitten season, when shelters and rescue groups are managing the intake of our most fragile animal population,” said Kristen Beitzel, East Bay SPCA’s Vice President of Medical Services. 
 
“When we work together as part of an ecosystem of care, we’re putting the community and its needs first,” said Jess Anderson, Community Programs Manager at Vets in Vans. “We can tackle bigger problems and offer more meaningful solutions than we can as individual operators.” 
 
The effort is part of Champions for Pet Health, a regional collaboration involving 13 animal welfare organizations across seven counties. Over the course of the weekend, participating organizations expect to provide free spay/neuter surgeries and wellness services for more than 2,000 dogs and cats. The initiative is supported by La Russa Rescue Champions, The Dave & Cheryl Duffield Foundation, Maddie’s Fund, and BISSELL Pet Foundation.
  
###
 
About East Bay SPCA
Established in 1874, East Bay Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (East Bay SPCA) is one of the nation's oldest shelters and a leading innovator in the Bay Area region. East Bay SPCA is More Than a Shelter, transforming the lives of cats and dogs by enriching the human-animal bond through accessible and respected expertise. Serving Alameda and Contra Costa counties and beyond, East Bay SPCA is a local 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, operating independently of any national affiliation. Learn more at eastbayspca.org. 	

About Vets in Vans
Vets in Vans is a nonprofit mobile veterinary clinic dedicated to delivering compassionate, high-quality, lower-cost care to communities throughout the Bay Area. Founded in 2022, they operate outside of local animal shelters in an effort to prevent owner surrenders for treatable medical concerns. Learn more at vetsinvans.org. 	Comment by Victoria Ivankic: Do you guys have a boiler plate you prefer? I pulled this from your website as a placeholder. 	Comment by jess: What do you think about this? 	Comment by Victoria Ivankic: Looks good to me! I added your website at the very end.
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