
 Copyright All Rights Reserved East Bay SPCA 2020 — 1 

Pet Care And Overpopulation Aware 
Activity Workbook 

East Bay SPCA | Humane Education 

Name: ______________________________ 
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Mutt Match-Up 

Directions: Use a dictionary to write the letters of the definitions (right) with the correct words (left).   

a. Shots that protect against disease  

b. Group of puppies or kittens born together 

c. Surgery or operation done on male animals so they don’t have 

babies  

d. Surgery or operation done on female animals so they don’t have 

babies  

e. Something with a pet’s name and their family's phone number 

and home address 

f. The place where lost, abandoned or stray animals are taken  

g.  A doctor who works with animals 

h. Something a pet wears around their neck, which holds an ID tag 

i. When there are more animals than habitats (homes) available 

j. Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, an animal wel-

fare organization the helps people and their pets  

k. To leave something behind 

l. A small metal device that is placed under an animal’s skin; it 

holds the same information as an ID tag 

m. An animal that doesn’t have a home; most likely has been living 

on the street  

n. An outdoor cat that lives wild in the community; they are not 

used to people 

 

 

_____ abandon 

 

 

_____ spay  

 

 

_____ stray  

 

 

_____ litter  

 

 

_____ animal shelter 

 

 

_____ veterinarian 

 

 

_____ vaccinations 

 

 

_____ SPCA  

 

 

_____  neuter  

 

 

_____ microchip 

 

 

_____ ID tag  

 

 

_____ collar  

 

 

_____ feral  

 

 

_____ overpopulation 
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Whose House?  

Directions: Draw a line from the supplies to the house you think they belong in to see how much it costs to  

provide basic needs for just ONE kitten or puppy.  

$70 $10 

$10 

$20 

$________ $________ 

$15 
$25 

$30 

$10 
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Black 

 

Orange 

 

Green 

 
Blue 

  1      2   3      4   5      6 Number of puppies 

First, count how many puppies there are of each color above.  

Then, in the table below, fill in the squares for how many puppies you find for 

each of the colors. Ex: There are 3 black dogs, so you fill in 3 squares next to “BLACK”.  

Maggie, the dog belongs to the loving Monsoon family. One stormy day the 

fence in the family’s yard fell down and it took almost a year to fix it. In 

that time, Maggie got loose twice! Her family was  

surprised to find out that Maggie was pregnant. In one year, Maggie had 

two litters of puppies.  

 

1. Which color had the highest number of puppies?  __________________________  

 

2. Which color had the lowest number of puppies? ___________________________ 

 

3. How many puppies total did Maggie have this year? ________________________ 

 

Colorful Canines  

Directions: Use the chart below to count all the puppies!   
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Overpopulation 

Definition: Too many animals, not enough homes.   

Directions: Color the cat and dog.  

In order for all the animals in the United States to have a 
home, everyone would need to adopt 

45 CATS 

Spaying, neutering, and adopting helps lower these numbers! 

15 
DOGS 

Source: http://www.spayusa.org/benefits.php 
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Catastic Crossword 

Directions: Practice your spelling by completing the crossword puzzle below.  

(2 words)  
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In just two years, how many dogs did Mama’s family have in total?   

 

         

 
 

 

You have ONE dog named Mama. 1 

In April, Mama has SIX puppies. +  

  

In November, Mama has a second litter of SIX puppies. 6  

Mama’s THREE daughters from her first litter have SIX pup-

pies each (3 x 6). 
+ 

The next May, Mama has a third litter of SIX puppies.  6 

Mama’s SIX daughters each have a litter of SIX puppies  

(6 x 6). 
+ 

Mama’s NINE granddaughters also have SIX puppies each 

(9 x 6). 
+ 

The next fall, Mama has a fourth litter of SIX puppies.  6 

Her NINE daughters each have SIX puppies (9 x 6). + 

Her 54 granddaughters and great-granddaughters each 

have a litter of SIX (54 x 6). 
+ 

=  _____ dogs 

=  _____ dogs 

=  _____ dogs 

=  _____ dogs 

+ + + =  ______ dogs 

BONUS QUESTION: 

What could have been done for Mama to make sure she did not have any puppies?  

 

Careful Calculations  

Directions: Discover how many puppies Mama the dog had by adding up all the puppies. After each sentence, 

use the boxes on the right to help you add the number of dogs in each row.  Use a calculator to help you.  
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Decorate the Dog! 

Directions: Use the numbers below to color the dog and her toy.  

1 = Green      4 = Yellow 
2 = Red     5 = Brown 
3 = Tan (light brown)   6 = Pink  
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(b) Pets are 

less likely to 

bite, bark, and 

scratch 

(d) Lowers a 

pet’s wish to 

leave home to 

meet other 

dogs and cats 

(a) Lower 

risk of  

cancers 

(f) Lowers 

unwanted  

behaviors like 

marking & 

spraying 

(e) Helps lower  

overpopulation 

problems  

in your city  

(c) Improves 

health so 

pets live 3-5 

years longer  

on average 

Why  
spay or  

 neuter your   
pets? 

Draw over the lines of the flower in black. 

Color the petals about keeping pets healthy purple. 

Color the petals about helping pets behave better orange. 

Color the petals that mention citywide problems blue. 

Don’t forget to color the center circle a color of your choice! 

Flower Power 

Directions: Read the directions below to color the flower. 

.Flowers can live in the wild because the sun and rain will take care of them.  

Companion animals need people to help take care of them so we cannot leave them in the wild. 
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What is one way YOU can help reduce the overpopulation of cats or dogs in your 
community? 

If there were too many rabbits in the world and not enough homes for them there 

would be an __________________ of rabbits. One way that we can help __________ 

this problem is to tell people to get the special _____________ that takes away  

rabbits chances of having babies. Female rabbits would need a _________ surgery 

and male rabbits have a _______________ surgery.  This surgery helps lower  

rabbits chances of getting _______________ when they are older, like cancer. It  

also helps better their ________________ so they won’t fight other animals over a 

mate as much. We also don’t want rabbits to live in animal _______________ for a 

long time because it’s better if they live in a home with a family. By doing this we 

can make sure all rabbits are given good care. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

This will help because __________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

    WORD BANK 

Behavior    Diseases    

Neuter   Operation   

Overpopulation  Reduce 

Shelters   Spay 

 

Reflections 

Fill in the blanks using the Word Bank to complete the story.  
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 Affordable vet pricing 

 

 Discounted for chihuahuas, 

chihuahua mixes, pit bull, 

pit bull mixes, and feral cats 

 

Qualified owners can  

receive price reduction 

The East Bay SPCA is deeply grateful to our volunteer photographer Heidi Eder of Right Brain for Hire rightbrainforhire.me  - Cover and Page 2 
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Answer Key  
Mutt Match-Up K  D  M  B  F  G  A  J  C  L  E  H  N  I 

Colorful Canines 1) Green   2)Black   3) 18 puppies 

Catastic  
Crossword 

  Across    Down  
  2. Spay    1. Cat  
  4. Kitten   2. Shelter 
  5. Training    3. Service Animal 
  7. Overpopulation  6. Neuter 
  10. Puppy    8. Education 
  11. Male   9. Litter 
  13. Calico   12. Dog   
  14. Adopt 
  15. Microchip 
  16. Female  

California State Standards  
    RL.3-5.4 W. K-5.8  L.K-5.6  3.OA.1-3 
    RI.K-5.3 L.K-5.1  K.CC.1-6 3.OA.5 
    RI.K-3.8  L.K-5.4 1.MD.1,4 4.OA.3 

Kitten= $165     Puppy= $165 
 All pets need food, water, somewhere warm to sleep, toys to play with, 
and a collar with ID tag incase they get lost. We also need a litterbox for 
cats and a potty bag for dogs to clean up after them. Finally, dogs need a 

leash so that we can safely take them out for exercise. 

Whose House? 

 

Careful Calculations 

 

7 + 24 + 96 + 384 = 511 dogs  

Flower Power Purple = a, c    Orange = b, d, f    Blue = e  

 

Reflection Word Bank 

 

In order: overpopulation, reduce, operation, spay, neuter,  
diseases, behavior, shelters 




