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ANIMAL 
FRIENDS 

SPAY AND NEUTER FUND
Queen Charlotte  
and her litter  
of kittens

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHT
Humane Advocate 
and Sit, Stay Home 
Fund keep pets  
in happy, healthy 
homes

SHELTER FUND 
Stray animals  
get the care  
they need and  
deserve
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Last fall, a sweet young American pit bull was found stray in 
deep East Oakland. Although emaciated and afraid, his tail 
was still wagging. Shelter staff named him Ocean, treated him 
for severe cases of fleas and anemia and signed him up for a 
rich diet, playgroups and daily walks. 

Guarding his food and treats as if he didn’t know where his 
next meal would come from, Ocean was still friendly and  
responsive. He socialized nicely in playgroups and slowed 
down when eating his kibble from a food maze. At his foster 
home, Ocean gained weight and worked to correct food 
guarding, barking and jumping. 

Just after Christmas, three roommates visited the shelter  
looking for a dog for their new home. They met Ocean and 
knew it was a match. A few months after the adoption, one 
of the roommates visited the shelter. Ocean was wearing a 
service dog vest.

“I was diagnosed with depression when I was 13. I’m 26 now  
and we’ve tried a number of medications and a variety of  
therapies but nothing seems to work,” said Jeremy Mitchell. 

“Ocean is helping me like nothing I’ve ever had before. It’s funny, 
there are days when I have trouble getting out of bed but  
when Ocean comes over and licks my face, he gives me the 
motivation I need to have a good day.”

Ocean represents the East Bay SPCA trend of increasing  
numbers of stray animals who need shelter, medical and 
behavioral care before they can be adoptable. Thanks to  
generous Shelter Fund donors, these animals can receive the 
care they so desperately need. Like any good citizen, Ocean  
is paying it forward by helping Jeremy as his service dog.

MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT AND CEO  
ALLISON LINDQUIST

       THE YEAR 2015 WAS AN EXCITING ONE. It was the first year we were fully operational 
in our newly renovated and expanded Baldwin facility. We saw greatly increased numbers 
of needy animals coming to our shelters and we staffed up to meet that demand by  
increasing our space and staff. We send this program report to inform donors on what we 
accomplished with your donations in 2015.

Our major fundraising campaigns, the Shelter Fund, Club Second Chance, Sit, Stay Home 
and Spay & Neuter, were well supported by you, our donors, and we thank you! Every 
dollar raised means more at-risk shelter animals and owned pets have a better chance to 
live their lives—healthy and loved—in forever homes.

These programs are what make the East Bay SPCA unique. Serving 1951 Second Chance 
animals in one year is an organizational milestone. These are the pets who would  
commonly slip through the cracks and never make it out of shelters —or worse, end up  
in shelters during the animals’ time of greatest need. These campaigns helped senior  
pets like Anna find loving homes, helped pets like Ocean get medical and/or behavioral 
care to become adoptable, and help pets like Desta stay with loving owners despite  
major medical bills. 

You have stepped up to great challenges that face 
our pet community and we thank you very much for 
your generous support. The need continues to be 
significant and we hope that we can count on your 
support in the future. We, and these deserving pets, 
thank you.

Sincerely,

ALLISON C. LINDQUIST
President and CEO
East Bay SPCA

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Denise Garner 
Chair

Mark Cratsenburg 

Lynne Dujmovich

Stacey Wells

Monica Winghart 

MANAGEMENT

Allison Lindquist 
President and CEO

Barbara Dryg 
Vice President of Finance

Grace Reddy 
Vice President of Development 

Michele Setter 
Vice President of Operations

LOCATIONS

Oakland Adoption Center and 
Theodore B. Travers Family  
Veterinary Clinic 
8323 Baldwin Street
Oakland, CA 94621 
510.569.0702

Oakland Spay & Neuter  
Surgery Center
410 Hegenberger Road
Oakland, CA 94621
510.639.7387

Dublin Adoption Center and
Spay & Neuter Surgery Center
4651 Gleason Drive 
Dublin, CA 94568 
925.479.9670

OUR MISSION

THE EAST BAY SPCA is committed 
to the welfare of cats and dogs 
in the communities we serve. We 
strive to eliminate animal cruelty, 
neglect and overpopulation by 
providing programs and education 
that support people and companion 
animals.

Linda Sackman joined the East Bay SPCA in January as Director of Shelter Operations. Clinical psychologist  
by education, Linda has spent her career surrounded by animals and their people in zoos, wildlife  
rehabilitation, veterinary clinics, small-scale rescues and most recently, a large open-admission shelter  
in Southern California. Linda shares her home with her husband John, two rescue dogs Uma and Bub,  
an oversized Maine Coon mix cat named Pandora and a rowdy rescue parrot named Turtle. In her spare  
time, she loves to grow her own vegetables and hike with her pooches.

LINDA SACKMAN  Director of  Shelter Operations

“I am very excited to join the East Bay SPCA! I am very impressed with all 
the capable, compassionate staff. The East Bay SPCA goes above and  
beyond for animal welfare, so I am sure I will feel right at home here!”

THE SHELTER FUND 
H E L P I N G  O C E A N  B E  O F  S E R V I C E

In three years, strays admitted to the East Bay SPCA have nearly doubled. These dogs and cats 
need a little more time and attention before they can be adoptable. The shelter fund helps  
fund their longer stays.

 2013 2014 2015

# of animals sheltered 3,3 0 6  3,2 6 2  3,5 1 4

# of strays admitted 8 0 3  1,1 2 8  1,5 3 6

SHELTER FUND
STAFF 

Highlight

Ocean represents the East Bay SPCA trend of 
increasing numbers of stray animals who need 
shelter, medical and behavioral care before 
they can be adoptable.



Take Anna, a 10-year-old American pit bull/Labrador Mix.  
She originally came to the East Bay SPCA in December, 2005  
as a four-month-old puppy. Like most cute lively puppies  
she was adopted quickly.

Fast forward ten years to July, 2015, Anna was found wandering 
in Oakland near Lake Merritt, agitated, scared and weighing in 
at an astounding 97 pounds. Unfortunately, attempts to  
contact her owner were unsuccessful.

During her medical evaluation, Anna exhibited difficulty  
breathing and walking, likely related to her weight. Further  
inspection revealed life-shortening medical issues: severe  
arthritis, hypothyroidism and multiple tumors. Undeterred  
by her medical ailments, staff at the East Bay SPCA were  
excited to help this once thriving dog become herself again.

Anna was put on a strict diet and exercise plan. After a few 
months, the pounds started to drop and her true personality 

emerged. She spent most of her time in the Volunteer Services 
office at the Dublin shelter. Once Anna reached a healthy, stable 
weight, her tumors were removed and she quickly healed. 

Right before her procedure, a young man looking for an older 
dog expressed interest in Anna. After several meetings, it  
was clear they had a special bond. On December 18, 2015,  
he decided to adopt Anna. As he filled out the adoption  
paperwork, Anna patiently waited at the door to go to her  
new home. Staff and volunteers gulped down tears as they 
watched Anna trot up a ramp into his SUV and off to a new life.

In total, Anna lost 20 pounds during her five-month stay with 
the East Bay SPCA. Supporting the Second Chance Fund  
helps dogs and cats like her who are seniors or face medical 
challenges. The East Bay SPCA is grateful to the donors  
whose charitable gifts help support shelter animals in need  
of additional time and care before they can be adopted.

SPAY AND NEUTER FUND 
HELP FOR QUEEN CHARLOTTE AND HER LITTER

3    |   EAST BAY SPCA SPRING 2016     |     4   

SECOND
CHANCE 

Fund

On the Road to Recovery 
TEN YEARS LATER, ANNA GETS HER SECOND CHANCE

The East Bay SPCA spays or neuters every shelter animal and offers free or discounted spay and 
neuter procedures for pets belonging to low-income owners, pit bulls and Chihuahuas. The number 
of spay and neuter surgeries performed grows each year, increasing by 14% in 2015.

Did you know that the number of kittens 
and puppies an unspayed female and 
her offspring can bear in just six years 
is more than 67,000? In addition to  
reducing the animal population, spaying 
females reduces risks of mammary 
gland tumors and ovarian/uterine  
cancer, especially if the procedure is 
done before their first heat.

Late last year, a beautiful queen 
named Charlotte (a queen is a nursing 
female cat) came to the East Bay SPCA 
from Hayward with her litter of tiny 
one-week-old kittens. They quickly 
went to a foster family who helped 
socialize them and brought them to 
weekly checkups at the shelter. Six 
weeks later, the kittens were spayed, 
neutered and adopted. 

Charlotte too was spayed and about to 
be adopted when Oakland staff noticed 
that her chest seemed extremely red 
and irritated. They alerted medical 
staff immediately and removed her 
from the adoption floor. 

The medical team diagnosed  
mastitis—when mammary glands  

become inflamed from milk ducts  
remaining active after nursing ends. 
Staff gave her antibiotics and applied 
warm compresses twice daily. She  
had nearly recovered when a mammary 
abscess was found, drained and  
surgically removed. 

“Had she been on the street, the  
abscess could have ruptured,” said  
Dr. Rochelle Morrissey who treated  
her and visited her in the shelter 
throughout her stay. “Luckily, this  
was caught quickly, she was  
treated to prevent complications  
and then she was adopted almost 
immediately.”

Every day, animals like Charlotte, with 
unique medical needs come to the  
East Bay SPCA. Staff address those 
needs and ensure that each animal is 
spayed or neutered to prevent more 
homeless dogs and cats. The East Bay 
SPCA is extremely grateful to have 
donors and facilities that afford such 
great care to local dogs and cats.  
Without generous donors, Charlotte 
would likely not have survived.

1,061  
redeemed vouchers 

in 2015

The number of  
vouchers for free  
Spay & Neuters  
has more than  

doubled since 2013.

 2013 2014 2015

Number of surgeries annually 8,3 2 6  8,3 6 1  9,5 3 7

Cost for free or discounted $1 3 0,6 9 2  $1 3 6,77 3  $1 6 3,9 6 9 
spay & neuter

SPAY & NEUTER FUND

Every day at the East Bay SPCA, cats and dogs who might not survive at municipal shelters find 

new hope and new beginnings. Gifts to the Second Chance Fund help older dogs, cats and those 

with treatable medical conditions get the chance they need to find loving homes.

2013

1,302 
2014

1,271

2015

1,668

$437,028

Funds spent on
shelter animals  
needing extra  

behavior and/or  
medical care 

in 2015:

SECOND CHANCE  
ANIMALS 

*This includes long-term foster  
and fospice dogs and cats.
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Desta is a one-and-a-half-year-
old German Shepherd who 
came to a veterinary outreach 
clinic for vaccinations in  
October, 2015. She was  
extremely underweight and  
her owners attributed it to  
a spay surgery six months  
earlier. Veterinary staff on duty  
considered the possibility of a 

genetic pancreatic condition specific to German Shepherds, 
where the pancreas stops producing enzymes needed to 
absorb nutrients from food and suggested bloodwork to check 
for the condition.

A blood test the next week confirmed that Desta definitely had 
the condition. Properly treated, it is not life threatening. Desta’s 
owners learned how adding a special enzyme to her food each 
day could help her have a long, healthy life.  

One-time medical assistance from the Sit, Stay Home Fund, 
helped diagnose and treat Desta’s condition. The owners 
recently came to another community clinic and thanked the 
East Bay SPCA for the assistance. 

“It was so great to see her again,” said Humane Advocate  
Anya Pamplona, “She looked fat and happy. She had gained  
30 pounds and looked fantastic!”
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PROGRAM  
Highlight

SIT, STAY HOME FUND 
E M E R G E N C Y  A N D  P R E V E N T I V E  C A R E  

T H R O U G H  T H E  H U M A N E  A D V O C A T E  P R O G R A M

The Humane Advocate Program connects pets and their owners to East Bay SPCA services and 
community resources. Keeping animals out of shelters and in happy, healthy homes is the  
program’s goal, funded by the East Bay SPCA’s Sit, Stay Home Fund.

Cruelty takes many forms: neglect, abuse, ignorance or the 
inability to provide necessary care. We choose to believe that 
most cruelty and neglect is unintentional, due largely to a lack 
of resources and/or knowledge. At the East Bay SPCA, the 
mission to save lives and help prevent cruelty to animals guides 
every decision. Much of the work therefore involves offering 
targeted resources and education to prevent cruelty. 

In 2015, the East Bay SPCA launched a new fund called the  
Sit, Stay Home Fund to pay for owned animals’ veterinary  
care. Rolling up under that fund are all discounted services  
for owned animals: veterinary care for low-income owners,  
free veterinary outreach clinics, monthly pet food pantries  
and much more.

Success stories like Desta’s are only possible 
thanks to donations made by caring  
community citizens. The East Bay SPCA cares 
deeply about animals in the community  
and is fortunate to have donors who feel  
the same way.

FAMILY BONDS: KEEPING DESTA AND HER FAMILY TOGETHER

 2013 2014 2015

Total subsidized vet care $3 2 5,9 2 4  $4 7 1,0 0 3  $4 9 8,8 8 8

Animals served at 8 outreach clinics 1,0 2 3  1,2 4 5  1,3 8 5

Monthly pet food pantries 7 3 2 lbs. 1,8 2 0  lbs. 5,1 9 0  lbs.

SIT STAY HOME FUND 

1,385

Number of  
animals serverd  

at eight  
outreach clinics  

in 2015



UPCOMING EVENTS
Pet Food Pantry
SATURDAY, JUNE 11, 2016, 9am – 11am 

NBC Clear the Shelters 
SATURDAY, JUNE 23, 2016, 10am – 4pm 
Waived adoption fees at the East Bay SPCA 
Oakland and Dublin Adoption Centers

Summer Animal Camp 
CAMPS FOR KIDS K-12  
Offered in Dublin and Oakland 
Visit eastbayspca.org/summercamp  
for dates and availability

FOSTER CARE ORIENTATIONS
Oakland:  MAY 22, 2016, 10:00am

  JUNE 12, 2016, 10:00am

  JULY 10, 2016, 10:00am

Dublin:  JUNE 25, 2016, 10:00am
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Embrace your Inner Adele  
with the East Bay SPCA kittens in PAWDELE MEOW! video

Watch on YouTube: youtu.be/7O52wPSj_LE

Share, Comment, Tweet using #takemehome

Help the East Bay SPCA make this video go viral!

Are you a  
numbers person?  
We recently mailed our 2014 Annual 
report and will be mailing our 2015 
Annual report this summer.  

If you’d like to receive the Annual  
report by e-mail, please contact  
giving@eastbayspca.org.

ANNA, a 10-year-old American pit bull/Labrador mix, got her second chance when she came 
to the East Bay SPCA for the second time.

ON THE COVER 

Best Online Adoption Site

Best Veterinarian – Dr. Cynthia Metcalf (East Bay) 

Best Humane Organization (East Bay) 

Best Fundraising Event – Growl, Meow and Wine 
(East Bay)

Runner-Up: Best Veterinary Clinic (East Bay)  
and Best Canine Cause (East Bay)

THE EAST BAY SPCA  
IS WINNER OF  
4 BEAST  
OF THE  

BAY 2016 
AWARDS! 


